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A team of scientists aboard the International Space Station discover a rapidly evolving life form, 

that caused extinction on Mars, and now threatens the crew and all life on Earth. 
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GOOD HORROR FILM BUT NOTHING MORE 

One can truly say that this is one of the most hyped movies this month, at least in Sweden. It is thanks to 

the swedes Rebecca Ferguson and Daniel Espinosa are involved in this project. I must admit that I also get 

very excited when I see a fellow swede in a Hollywood production, but I think that this film was a little too 

overrated. 

Should we start with the script, so the concept was not unique at all to a certain extent. The typical film 

about space travelers, who suddenly been attacked by a mysterious alien, and now they struggle to stay 

alive. The concept of this film felt like a mixture of Alien and Gravity. It did not start good either, killing 

the only person with the proper character traits, Ryan Reynolds. But after the terrible event, the film began 

to win me back. Then the alien, managed to escape and one could feel the horror in the air. The crew are 

alone in space, and they can not ask for help or return to Earth. Not before they have get rid of the alien, 

Calvin. Without going too much into detail regarding the script, it was a typical 70's horror movie, adapted 

to modern society. What I mean by that, is that it feels like the movie makes a tribute to old sci-fi horror 

films such as Alien. By having the typical characters who have almost no personality. Only Reynolds' 

character has that, while they others dont have it. We'll see small examples of things they care about, such 

as Jake Gyllenhaal's character, who does not want to return to earth and become part of a society he 

despises. I can admit that you get a better picture of the characters as they try to survive and find a 

solution to how to get rid of Calvin. But they are still very one-sided, which is either a stroke of genius of 

the writers, or their biggest mistake. Everything depends on whether it was intended as a tribute, or not. 

Otherwise, it was okay story. It started slow, but it got better with the length. I found myself at several 

times, almost standing in the chair because of how tense it was. 

When it comes to acting, they all did a good job. The problem I found with their characters, was the only 

things that the writers stood for. The performance was quite appropriate for the film's pace and tone. 

Finally, the production behind it all, was completely extraordinary. Fantastic set design, which really gets 

the color tones to stand out. The directing from Daniel Espinosa, was also impressive. I liked how he let 

the camera just float in the scene, and not cut. That was especially so in the beginning, when the camera 

has a long ongoing shot, and we as an audience can locate us in the environment. We become part of the 

world that it all takes place in, and falls easily into the story. If you try to explain this in a good and honest 

way, so was this a good horror film. I could also say that it was one of the better among the last few years, 

but there are improvements to be made. Much falls on the characters and my theory homage to old horror 

movies. It is there that everything falls, because it's all about perspective. For a movie buff, it is an 

obvious tribute to one of the best space-horror films of all time, while for an ordinary person, it just 

laziness of the writers. You can decide for yourself which is the most relevant. 

Anyway, I recommend it for a very tense, nail-biting evening. 
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