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ARSENIC AND OLD LACE (1994) 

Title: Arsenic and Old Lace 

Year: 1944       

Genre: Comedy | Criminal | Thriller 

Runtime: 118 min 

Director: Frank Capra 

Actors: Cary Grant, Priscilla Lane, Raymond Massey 

  8,1/10 

 

A drama critic learns on his wedding day that his beloved maiden aunts are homicidal 

maniacs, and that insanity runs in his family. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0036613/
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SO MENTALLY CRAZY, IT’S GENIUS 

My problem with most comedies today, is that the jokes are not thought through and does not 

fit into the film's algorithm. They distract instead to enrich the story, for example, in I 

pronounce you Chuck and Larry there they fail large with its irony and satire tonnes. With bad 

jokes and worse background to the characters become their whole attempt to blend homophobia 

and irony - just embarrassing. Both characters behave like the love children of Jesus and 

Superman - you can not have them say insulted things, and then try to get the audience to like 

them. Good comedy is more complex than you think. Whether it's usual jokes or physical 

humor, it says much about the characters. This applies both to how they perform them and react 

to them. 

This film is a prime example of how to handle the genre. You try not to build up the main 

character and his ego, as Sandler does, but you do it the other way around. You start directly 

with puncturing his shortcomings - Hollywood personality. He is the great theater critic who 

talked badly about marriage for years, and we can see he is now hiding in the queue to get their 

marriage certified. With the mask and everything, he tries to get it over with as soon as possible. 

The great madness does not begin there, but, when he comes to his aunts house - with corpses, 

insanity, Teddy Roosevelt - improviser, bad plastic surgery and much more expected inside. 

When following Cary Grant's character into the house, than you really walk into a crumbling 

cuckoo clock. 

The script is ingenious, but not error-free. This is an adaptation of a play, and it shows in the 

set up. The lines can be a little too descriptive at times, such as most theater productions usually 

have. They tell us things that the characters should already know, but they say it is for the 

audience to understand the situation more. This was absolutely nothing for recurring problems, 

or destroyed the enjoyment of the film. If one is to keep the story very thoroughly, it's about 

how Cary Grant reacts to every problem inside the house, and try to solve it. He gets problem 

after problem, and each is more crazier than the other. Grant is such an incredible actor, and he 

gives the most genuine reactions. That's what makes it hysterical, because I feel that it is exactly 

how I would react if I found a corpse in the most surprised places. The jokes, which in this case 

is more of his reactions, defines his character and the film's tone. He has attitude, is common 

man to a degree, relative ethic and care deeply about his aunts, and he wants to resolve the 

whole situation before the cops come. The overall actors did of course a good job - to play them 

this ordinary characters, who suddenly goes entirely to their wits. Should it measure with today's 
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acting, I do not know, but with black and white film, it has that typical 40's tone. You do not 

expect good quality thanks to its age, but you get so much more when you actually see it. When 

one has a superb story, you do not need much more. 

There is much more I want to tell you, but then it destroys the whole entertainment if you wanna 

see it. I recommend it for those who want a real comedy. Don’t care about the quality of the 

film, and focus on the story. Accept the madness. 

 


