
http://bit.ly/2hsmQhQ  #MackansFilm      
Writer: Richard Bengtsson  2016-12-13 

 

 

Title: Floyd Norman: An Animated Life 

Year: 2016  

Genre: Documentary | Biography 

Length: 94 min  

Director: Michael Fiore, Erik Sharkey 

Starring: Cosmo Anzilotti, Jane Baer, David Bossert 

  7,7/10 

Animator. Storyman. Troublemaker. At 80 years old, see how Disney Legend Floyd Norman, the first 

African-American animator at Disney, continues to impact animation and stir up "trouble" after the 

company forced him to retire at age 65.  
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AN INSPIRING STORY 

I love the new, exciting and open worlds fictional movie has to offer. When you're a filmmaker, you can 

invent new worlds or twist the one we live in. Anything to tell a good story. But sometimes, you do not go 

to a fictional world to get a good story. There are thousands in the world we live in, and this is where the 

documentaries coming in. As a movie fan, I could not help but see this documentary, there we follow the 

production and the people behind a movie.  

I had never heard about Floyd Norman before I saw the film, but I quickly became a fan when the evocative 

documentary goes through his story and what he has accomplished in the movie world. With a resume that 

includes titles like, Sleeping Beauty, Robin Hood, Scooby-Doo, Mulan, Toy Story 2, Monsters, Inc., and 

much more, you can say that Floyd has been in the business a long time. Besides worked for Walt Disney, 

he has also participated in various projects at Pixar, and produced his own films about African-Americans' 

history. The film maintains a good rhythm clipping terms, and when the conversation starts to feel a little 

chewy, and interest begins to sink, thrown an animation directly in front of your eyes. It livens up both parts 

of the film, helping to tell the story further, and gives a good contrast to Floyd's life, as it always has included 

animation and cartoons.  

Because of that he started working at Disney, the controversial 1950–60’s, he has treated numerous setbacks, 

partly thanks to his color. Back then, the american society was not friendly to african-americans, in some 

states. But this did not stop him, and it is in this part of the movie you get to experience his power, and that 

in itself is incredibly inspiring. Despite all the setbacks, other companies, projects and dismissal of 

employees, he has worked up within Disney's ranking over the years. For me, he feels like a simple man 

with a deep dedication to his art, the animation and the stories they convey. He wants nothing more than to 

do his job, for it is his life and how he expresses himself. You feel his pain when the documentary entering 

the day he was fired. That which he considered to be his life, through all the years, he was now too old, 

according to executives at Disney. But this is just a another setback that he’ll fight through. 

Floyd Norman is a special man, that's hard to explain, but inspiring to follow. The best way to get to know 

him is through his own words and drawings. I recommend this documentary big fan of animation or not, 

you still fall for Floyds charm spirit personality and passion for his art. You really get to know this man's 

love for his fellows, colleagues and especially his drawings. The feeling is universal, and according to me, 

this film too. 

 


